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Note. This operation has been covered in detail by
the writer, Where possible the names of officers
and the location of compenies have been given. No
referencee available give such detail and the mar-

inal references only eupport the main facts given
n the various paragraphs.




INTRODUCTICN

The Aiene-Marne Offensive, which opened
on July 18, 1818 has been aptly called the
"Turning of the Tide" by meny writere. For
the Americene, it hae an additional significance,
The success of the American Divieions contribut-
ed so much to the success of the attack, that
our Allies made no further effort to use Ameri-
can troops, as replacemente for French and
British units. The principle that there would
be an American Army under American command wae
fully establiehed.,

Ae will be shown later, the units of the
2d Divieion taking part in this offensive worked

-

under great handicaps. heir surprise was

very slightly less than that of the Germans,

3

£

whom they attacked at 4:35 AM on the 18th of
July, 1818g,

On July 10th, 1918, the 2d American Divi-
sion was relieved in the front line of the
Chateau Thierry Sector by the 26th American
Divieion., The 24 Division then moved back and
occupied the Army Line about ten kilometers in

rear, where it wae held to me®t{ any possible

(1) Personal penetration of the front line. (1)
Exﬁenience,
ABMO £, 1. - Cn the 13th cof July, I wes assigned to

_,-‘-a-gﬁ;.y.xq‘i.,‘ T

was bivouacked in the woods, between Chambardy

and Cocherel. The battalion had suffered heavy

casualties during six weeks in the line., Re-

(2) Personal placements were needed, and the general im-
LXperience, jiar

o B g ot < N ‘presaion‘wms'that the divielon would be withdrawn

- 9th Hist. p. 13, OB :
i "g i ‘?W | _for rest and training. (8)

o -l-




an equal etrength of about 225 men each,
Most of them went to "B" Company, which had

been reduced to about 70 men, during the tour

(6) Personal in the Ohateau Thierry Sector. (&)
Experience, 2th
Hist. pe 13 About 6330 PM, the battalion embussed

on a French Truck Train, and set out for an
unknown destinaticn., The men were very crowdeg
and the trip wae most uncomfortable. We rode

all night, and in the moraning passed through
(7) Personal

Experience, Senlis, and Crepy en Valois, to a cross roads
Div, Jour,

16/7/18,2th near Taillefontaine, which was reached by the
Hist. p. 13

OR 3d Brig p.l head of the column about 9;00 AM. (7)

OR 9th Inf,

18/7/18, 2th About 9:00 AM on the 17th I found Lt.

Hist. p. 13
Harrison and a group of men by the side of

the road., He stated that they had been put
off their truck, and thought that they had
arrived at their destination. As I had had a
gimilar experience in Chateau Thiexrry, I or-

dered him to follow the column and pick up_any

(8) Personal men that he found on the way. (8)
Experience, War

Diary. p. 322, I found a French Lieutenant, who was in
OR ©th Inf. 18/7/18

ABMC p. 1. charge of the truck train, and asked him why

some of my men had been dropped off on the road.
He said that they had gotten off at the orders
of the American Staff officers, and that he
(2) Personal knew'nothing about it. (9) |

; Experience

| While I was talking to him, Colonel Preston

Brown, Ohief of 8taff, 2d Division arrived. He

ordered me tc march to the Carfour de Nemours

; | , and arrive there by 12:00 noon. I asked how

; far it was, and as the Oolonel had no map, we

n borrowed one from the French Lieutenant. The

distance was about eight kilometers., I

e




(2) Div. Jour.
16/7/18 ABMC p.l

(4) Personal
Experience Turn
Tide p. 148

Div. Jour.15/7/18
9¢h Hist. p. 13

(5) Personal
Experience

On the 14th, the 2d Divieion wae
transferred to the Tenth French Army, and
the artillery unite of the divieion were or-

dered to march to Betz. (3)

MOVEMVENT TC ASSEMBLY PCSITICN

On the night of the 15th, orders were
received to have the battalion ready to move
by truck at a moment's notice, and to have
the battalion transpertation, lees two rolling
kitchene, which were t¢ cook for the entire
battalion, clear Cocherel by 12:00 midnight.
(4)

I immediately ascsembled the officers,

opinicn we were going into the line agailn.

[

They were directed to inspect their weapons

~and - amunition, and to see that"£ﬁ§”méﬁmgo£"mw

as much rest as possible. Arrangements were
made for a good hot meal early in the morning.
The Battalion transportation left under
command of Lt. Mayr. (5)

The day of the 16th passed cuietly,
except for numerous telephone calles and

mesgages concerning our readiness to move, As

T e e ST e

NeS——— L

m_vsrewagsigﬁa&w%e~%hew%at%a}%ef; ~~~~~ They weTe

a result of the check of weapons, I found that
we only had thirty automatic rifles in good
working'order instead of the sixty-four allowed
in a battalion. We were also without hand or
rifle grenades. (5)

About 4300 PU, some 250 replacements
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(13) Personal
Experience

(14) Personal
Experience
gth Hiset.

p. 13,ABMC p.1

(15) Personal

e B =

S e e

gt

‘Experience
War Diary
Pe 337

the blanket rolls, and at 12:30 AM, the
battalion marched across country to the
Forét de Retz. (13)

cuce in the forest, a road wase
followed to the Carfour de Nemours, which
wae reached by the head of the battalion at
2:20 PM, he 2d and 34 Battalione of the 9th
had already arrived, as they nad left the old
area ahead of us, I ordered the men to fall
out and rest, and looked up Major Bouton and
Captain Worthington., Neither of them had any
further information than myself. (14)

ATTACK CRDERS AND MOVEMENT TC ASSAULT
PUSITION

At 4:00 PU, Colonel Leroy 8. Upton, C. Ce
9th Infantry arrived, and had officers call
sounded, He briefly ran cver the exploits of

nd the 24

©

the 3d Battalion in Lorraine,
Battalion at Vaux, and stated that the 1lst
Battalion was to have the honor 5f leading the
coming attack, He stated that the attack was
to be the greatest of the war, and that the
Americane must show their worth. He emphasized
the fact that the attack must be successfully
pueghed, if it cost the lives of every officex
~and . man in the reginents (15)

Re then outlined the plan of attack. The

9th Hist.p.1l3 purpose of the general attack was to cut off

the Ohmteau Thierry Salient. Formation for
the attack: Column of battalions, with two

companies in the assault for the leading bat-
talion, 1let Battaliom in assault, 3d Battalion

in Support, and 2d Battalion in Reserve. The

Ve
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(10) Personal
Experience

(11) Personal
- BXperience
War Diary
p. 3230

(18) Personal
Experienca

calculated the march time and told Colonel
Brown that I could not make it with the
entire battalion before 3:30 PM, unless ‘
transportation was furnished. He asked the
French Lieutenant to send back for the men,
who had been put off, but the Licutenant said
hat we were on a one way loop, and that he
was not allowed to send trucks back or to go
further forward. (10)

Colonel Brown then tcld me that we were
to take part in the biggest attack of the war
in the morning, and ordered me to march to the
Carfour de Nemours, where definite orders
would be issued by the regimental commander,

He epoke to the officers and men before leaving
of the great opportunity they would have to
prove the worth cf American goldiers, and
ordered me to move with all nossible speed. (11)

I dgcided to leave my blanket rolls.—1 -
crdered the Company Qommanders to have their
men strip to the combat pack, and stack their
blanket rolls by companies. Each man tc mark
his roll with hie name., A part of the reserve
ration was eaten, and canteene were filled in
Taillefontaine by details from each company.

An officer was sent to meet Lt. Harrison, and

gtall;him’of]the~ordera and tbe need for haste.
(12) |

lt about 12 00 noon Lt. Harrison axrived.

'ngs men reported to their various companies, ate.
some 1unah anqﬁeft their blanket rolls. 4 guard
M"geam@ﬂlbﬂ ef aiwk or- exhauated nen was left over
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1st Battalion was to lead all the way to the
tive for the firet day, with slight

halts to reorganize at intermediate objectives,
I was designated ae assault comnander, and was
given au%hority to call on the support bat-
telions for assietance, if I needed it., Thie
afterwards proved extremely valuable, ag I wae

forced to use all of the 34 Battalion and one

(16) Personal company of the 2d Battalion., (18) /
Experience
2th Hist. Colonel Upton then designated Lt. latt-
Pe 13=14

feldt, who wae Acting Regimental AaJuuﬁnL as
guide, and ordered the let Battalion to leave
the Carfour de Nemours by 4:20 PM, followed in

column by the 3d and 2d Battalions in that

(17) Personal order, (17)
Experience
OR ©th Inf, The 1st Battelion moved out promptly and,
18/7/18
9th Hist. after a march of about eight kilometers, arriv-
p. 13,

ed in rear of the attack positicon on the north-
eastern edge of the Porét de Retz at 7:30 or
8:00 PMs The forest was so dense that the
branches met over the roads, and we had perfect
cover during the march, We were fortunate in

pushing through when we did, as even this early,

and we were sometimes forced to march in column

; (18) Personal e

i gzygrie?cg /by twos, The other units, which gtopped to

s o '

? 18/7/18 rest their men, had a terribls night march

g 9th Hist. :

i P 13 through the dense forest, along the edges of

¢ gt iy 7 ~ e ’ |

i roade, which were jamned with artillery, tanks

and transport. (18)
Thia march of twelve to fifteen miles
withouﬁ rest, after a fifteen hour movemﬁnt by

truck, was the most tiring, I have ever under-

g |

” 7ftaken‘ The men, softened by six weeks in the o ]



(12) Personal
Experience
iv. Jour.
11/7/18>; 9th Inf.
18/7/1%
Oth Hist.n.13

(20) Personal
Experience
OR 234 Inf
Pe 22
OR 3d Brig.
p. 1
CR 9th Inf,
18/7/18
gth Hist.
pe 14
War Diary
Pe. 334
F O15
FO25

front line, could never héve made it with
Bowever, I
tried for leaving them, as orders were very
strict about carrying them at that time, and
most staff officers considered them escentiel.
(19)

About 8:00 PM, Colonel Upton established
his command post in the point of woods north
of Chavigny Ferme. He assembled the Battalion
Commanders there and issued the final attack
ordere, Each of us was given a thick copy of
the division order containing the various an-
nexee, and a summary of information., I for one
never found time to read it, as it was already
dark, and I was unable to have a light after
An excellent

leaving the regimental C. P.

ma, having the division attack-zones, and
3 e ]

objectives marked on it was also issued. This

map with the following verbal orders woe all
that was needed. The zones of attack and ob-

’,

jectives were as shown on the map, The forma-

tion waes to be fhat previously ordered, The
attack was to commence early the next morning.
H hour to be announced later. The attack was
to be strongly suprorted by artillery, and was
fo be preceded by a creeping barrage, The rate
of advance was %o be 100 yards in two minutes,

with short halts at the intermediate objectives,

to be attached to the 1st Battalion,

twenty minutes. Tanks were to support the

attack. The Regimental Machine Gun Company was

The

Regimental Headoquarters Company, which had been
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(22) Personal
Experience

(23) Personal
Experience

to0 our front. The

o

or wire in the are
Germane had recently been driven from that
part of the forest, after an advance, and

neither eide had organized their positions,.

The Germene held a pert of the foresgt to the

]

northwest of us, and their patrols sometines
egct a

e

worked down through the fore t nighte Both
Germane and French made it a practice to send
out outposte at night and withdraw them at
dawn, The German patrols were not particularly
aggressive and we need ncot fear discovery, if
we limited ourselves to firing at them when
they approached too closely., (22)

I assembled the officers and gave them
the orders and information which I had receiyed.
The following battalion ordere were given, The
battalion was to take over from the French,
pass the night in attack formation and attack

Company A, aightassowlt s Lt Heveney
at H hour, 0Qapt. Foley, mpany "C", left
assault; Lt. Welsh, Company "B" and Lt. Ballard
Company "D" were to take the support positions;
the Machine Gun Company, Lt. Wood, to accompany
the support line, taking ﬁdvantage of cover so
as to be available for organization of the
final objective., (23)

The detachment from the Headquarters
Oompany was ordered to furnish security by
sendiﬁg patrols to the front and flanks, They
were particularly impressed with the necessity
of preventing the Germans from knowing that
there were American troope in the line. All

officers were ordered to prevent their men

from gmoki#g;ltalking, or making any noise that

.‘bgé



(21) Personal
Experience

separated from its mortars and 37 mm guns, was
to furnieh a platoon armed with the rifle to
the 18t Battelion to te used as cowbat patrols
‘and connecting groups. Ammunition, sufficient
to give each rifleman 220 rounds, was to be

drawn from a nearby dump, out no amnunition was

available for the Chauchat automatic rifles, and

no rifle or hand grenades could be obtained. The

1st Battalion was to make arrangements to take
over the front line from the French, as soon
as poseible. (20)

In addition to the above combat orders,
we received orders that one officer and fifty
men were to be left back by each rifle company,
in order to rebuild the regiment after the
action, Only officers and men with combat
service were to be left in this group. his
order cut the lst Battalion Companies o about
3 officers and 175 men. Of the 700 men left,
B0 were the replacements, who had arrived on
the afternoon of the 18th. These men, most of
thew from Florida, showed great bravery, but
had little or no training. Many of them had
been in the service less than three months, and
some did not even know how to load a rifle,

Qur loseces, particularly in officers, were made
very heavy by the necessity of instructing
these men on the battlefield under fire. (21)

Soon after receiving the attack order, I

vloc&ted<ﬁhewrr§nch“ﬁommanﬁer“anﬁ*muﬁﬁ”urfange-

ments to take over his front line at 9:30 PM.

He was to furnish guideé, and gave the foliowing

informatibn., There were practically no trenches

Sl s

A e o S 5

pooepl e



(24) Perscnal

(2

S

Experience

) Personal
Experience

(26) Personal

Experience

CR 9th Inf.
18/7/18

9th Hiet.

pe 14,ABUC p.2

L d

would give away our concentration. They
were further ordered to see that the men
got as much rest ae pcesible., Each Company
Commander wes allowed tc study my map and
make notes. (24)

The men had eaten some more of their
reserve ration for supper and had refilled

their canteens at nearby springe. Rain wae

falling, but the morale cf the comnand was high,
(25)

OCCUPATICH OF ASSAULT POSITICN
At ©9:30 PM, the relief of the French was
commenced and was completed before 10:30 PU
without incident., During the night the 3d and
2d Battalione took their positione in rear of

the first. About midnight HE hour wae announced
L=

as 4335 AM, 18 July, 1818. The position occupied

by the regiment was a clearing about 700 yards

_wide and 800 yarde deep with.ite northesast side

open to the open country, which was occupied by
the Germans. (26)

It was a ticklieh position, and an uncom-
fortable one, as it was cold and wet,and no one
could smoke, because we were only a few hundred

yarde from the German outposts. However the

men were exhausted and most of them slept soundly

for the five hours before zero. Several times
during the night our patrols exchanged shots
with German patrols, and once the flasghes seemed

to me to be right in the area of "C" Company,

' However, the Headguarters Company security

ietaohments‘pemformed their difficult mission
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(28) Personal

Experience

CR 9th Inf,

18/7/18
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Personal

Experience

Personal
Experience
Criginal
essage.CR
8¢h Inf.
18/7/18

perfectly. They kept contact with the
French on our flanks, kept me fully informed
of the situation at frequent intervals and
successfully hid our presence from the enemy,
(27)

The night passed comparatively quietly,
with no eign of the 5th Merinee who were to
be on our left, or of the 33d Infantry which
was tc be cn our right. About 3:30 AM on the
18th, I sent word to Colonel Upton, that
neither the 5th Marines nor the 23d Infantry
were in position, and thet the French outposts
on our right end left were withdrawing in
accordance with their daily custom, and asked
for instructions, (28)

About 4:15 AlM, as it was beginning to
grow light, I received the following mnessage
from Colonel Uptons (28)

"236 Infantry now moving into place. Use
your judgment about keeping out of sight when
day breeks. Try again to connect with Marines.
I don't know what to make of no artillery pre-
paration. If artillery don't fire barrage, wWe
don't attack." (30)

Ag my battalion, and as well the 34 and
2d were already deployed for the attack, and

bad cover close to both flanke and to the rear,

i
ﬂ
b

SSAR urEn

(31) Personal
: Experience .

s

some artillery positions on the way in and telk-

ed to some of the officere and I wag sure that

. the barrage‘would come down, We found later

~ that no preparatory barrage was ordered, in

oidar to iseke the surprise complete. (31)

e
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(22) Personal

(24)

Experience

OR 9th Inf,

18/7/1¢
9th Hist.

Personal
Experience
Turn Tide

a3d Inf.

ADVANCE TC FIRST INTERVEDIATE
CBJECTIVE

At 4:35 AlM, the barrage came down, and
we went over, Pari of the varrage fell behind
us at the start, and we ren into it geversl
timee again during the action, narticularly
wien we were forced tn advance out of our
sector beyond the 1line.of Beaurepaire Ferme,
It was difficult to hold the men back to the
slow rate of advance at all times. Fortunately
the ground was soft, and we suffered few if
any casualties from our own artillery in this

action, (32)

QJ

The tanke were

no

late, and I di

ct

gee
any in action during the morning. I have since
been told that they ageisted both the 324 Infen-
o

try end the Marinee., (33)

I saw the 23d Infantry double time into

position on the right, just in time to go over.
The 5th Marines had not vet come up so I de~
cided to take over their sector, The Germans
had withdrawn their ocutposte in the same manner
ae the French, so there wase plenty of time to
extend the line to the left with "B" and ®p*
Companies. By the time the edge of the forest
near Verte‘Feuille Ferme was pasced the Bat-

talion had all four companies in the‘line, and

1

eTine Sector., 1t did not

comb the woods however, or pase through Verte

Feuille Ferme, and the Merines reduced a number

of strong pointe, when they came up later.(34)
The.oérmana had been taken wholly by sur-

prise, and th@ir barrage was very weak, when it

==



From my poeition on the left flank,
I could see about two kilometers to the
left across open country, and eaw no signs
(32) Personal I
Experience of the Marines, or the Morroccan Division,
ABUC, p.3 A
No Germane were visible to the lefi, but'were
receiving fire from the front. (3Z8)
The attack order called for a change
of direction from northeast to southeast at

thie line. I decided that the battalion could
(39) Personal

Experience not make the turn and expose the flank, I
¥O 1B,

OR 24 Brig. gave the order to advance straight to the
Pe & ¢

29th Hist, front into the French sector, and waved to
ps 15 o .

ABUC ,p, 3 Captain Worthington, whom I could see., He

waved back and,as we went forward, I saw the
34 Battalion make the turn, and knew that he

+ had understood m

)

o 1In some way during this
maneuver part of "A" kept in touch witi the

2%d Infantry, and part of "L" Qompany, my

-1l --command;—eame—up—on—theTeit Of the Iet
Battalion, (39)
ADVANCE TO OBJECTIVE OF FIKRST
ATTACK

The attack was continued with eight

(40) Personal rifle companies, the Headquarters Company
Experience i
: igﬁofi;f.%.ls Detachwent and the Mechine Gua Company in i
the agsault line., Needless to say the forme- i
% e __tion 341 .gﬁ
£ ~ support line. (40)
ﬁ‘ ‘ I made my way toward the right flank, E
; _ along the line, and found small groups of \é
& A Marines and 23d Infantrymen mixed in with the .

Ay ‘ AR 9th, I also found some men of the 24 Battalion ’
ey wﬂh tha sth. ES assigmd Lt. Grayson, A.djuta,ntj;_\' 5




(43) Personal if anything had happened to me on the way. (43)

Experience ﬂ )
On arriving at the left flank I found
that some snipers in trees along the Maubege
Road were giving a lot of trouble., Sergeant
Strewsweeki, Corporal Gallegher, and about
twenty men from "L" Comnany were detailed to
put them out, They moved out and eilenced the
(44) Personal eniperes very quickly. (44)
Experience
The line was now paseing enemy light
artillery positicne, and captured a number
of batteries, although the gunners defended them
bravely with the machine gune, which were part
of the German battery ecuipment. They could
not get away with them, as the guns were emplaced
in the open and the teame had veen sent to the
(45) Fersonal rear., (45)
Experience
The German resistance had stiffened con-
(48) Personal giderably after we had passed the first objective,
Experience
9th Hiet, The assault wave wes aleso becoming disorganized
“because of the tremendous irontage of about 3,000
yards, the shortage of officere and the lack of
training of the men. The directione of attack
of the 1lst and 3d Battalions were now divergent,
}? and the further the advance the wider the front
| vecame, (48)
P About 7:00 AM, the 23d Infantry and the
Jim
' right flank of the 89th Infantry were held up by
e | heavy machine gun fire from Vaucastile Ravine,
‘g the second intermediate objective. A 1little
: (47) Personal later the left flank was held up by fire from
] Experience \ | ‘
Turn Tide Maison Neuve Ferme, and the center by fire from
16l, 9th : 4 L ‘ i 4
Hist. p.15 the high plateau about fifteen hundred meters
.AEEM, P. 4 : | il

a
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of the let Battalion and Lt. Crenshaw, the

Gas Officer to command two of these groups

(41) Personal which were badly disorganized., (41)
Experience
OR 3d Brig. Near Beaurepaire Ferme, I met Lt
Pe 2, Sth

Hist. p. 15 Colonel Alfred Arnold, who was being guided
by his orderly. He had been gassed very
badly in the Chateau Thierry Sector and had
been ordered to the hospital, but had induced
hie battalion surgeon to mark him cuarters, He
had turned the command of his battalion over to
Captain Worthington, because he was nearly
blind and could not speak above a whisper., He
had evidently followed the attack so as to be
with his battalion during the action. He told
me that Lt. Yanda had just gone forward with
""" Company at thie point, and had thus closed
a gap in the line between the let and 34 Bat-
talions., He further told me that the 234 In-
fantry wae advancing in.contact with the right

(43) Personal flank of our line, (423)
Experience
By this time I had lost or used all of

my officers and runners, so I started back to
the left flank alone, 11 came under machine gun
fire on the way and dived into a hollow just in
time, I left my map and the large divieion order
there, and continued by short rushes. I reached

the left of the line without mishap, but reaixggdk‘

| t - ~ that I had done an extremelj foolish thing. AQ?
3 I was assault commander a certain amount of
confusion would have resulted, if I had been

killed or wounded without anyone's knowledge.

s AN TSRSy

e

 ‘I‘cou1d very easily have pioked up two or tbr&e
~men and givan them 1nstruotions to notify Galonal

""upwﬂ md baptam Foley, uzsr second in °°m"m“'

s,



(48) Personal
Experience

(49) Personal
Experience
gth Hist.
P 15

southeast of the farm, The line on the
left wae about halfway down the forward
slope at this time and was not preceded by

any barrage, as it had moved out of the

_division-area. (47)

he men took cover by laying down in the
Sosies

wheat, which was over waist high., I found
myself in a long shallow gulley with four of-
figers and a number c¢f men., The machine gun
fire was going high, and doing little damage.

1 held a council of war with the four officers,
Lt. Harrison, Company "D", Lt. Davis, Scout
Officer of the 3d Battalion, Lt. Roy Johneon,
Company "L" and Lt. Leonard, Company "I",
Major Iesaac Gill, an observer, was also with us.

To advance or withdraw back of the crest va

m

out of the question under such heavy fire. To
dig in was only to invite fire, which the
movement wouid attract, As ]I expected the
French, I passed the order down the line to
lie still. (48)

The German machine gun fire quieted down
except for short bursts evidently fired at
individuals or movements in the wheat., About
this time I noticed a number of German planes
flying low,and firing machine guhs,and dropping

small bombs. 8o far as I know we had very few

casualties as a result of thﬁimwggglwwmwmmwwwﬂm.wm._

About twenty minutes after we were halted,
the Korroccans began advancing from the woods

about fifteen himdred meters to the left rear,

and the Gprmans‘Opened f1re on them with their

- machine guns. I‘jumped up and gave the order

o

i
i
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tc advance. The other officers who ned

LN

;ered up and down the line, and who

o«

scat
were expecting the order jumped up and

repeated the order. The men rose up in a
long line and rushed forward with a shout.

The Germans, who were very much surprised

(50) Personal a8 they apparently thought we were all dead,
Experience
gth Hist. surrendered or fled,and we occupied Maison
pe 15 )
ABLC, p.3 Neuve Ferme and captured some guns to the

north of it. (50)

The center of the line had pushed forward
also and driven the Germans from the plateau
1500 metere southeast of Maison Neuve Ferme.
Far to the right I could see that the 2ad
Battalion had crossed Vaucastile Ravine, I
later found out that the 15th Field Artillery,
waich waes supporting the 34 Brigade, had moved

forward to the vicinity of Beaurepaire Ferme

(1) Perscnal at about the same time that the French advanced,
Experience
gth Hist,. and our line sprang upe. The combination had
 » DA §
ABlUC, p.4 evidently given the Germans an impressgion of
invincible strength and caused them to give up.
(51)
The following incident which occurred at
Maison Neuvé Ferme will probably be of frequent
; (52) Peresonal occurrence in modern wars A German machine gun
! Experience

e

crew fired from a fower window until the famm

wae captured, when they came down and wanted to

el = J e e e B

e s s

surrender, They Were
furiated men who said that if they wanted to
fight to the end, that they should go through
with 1%.(52)
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As the French advanced acrogs our

front at an angle of about 75 degrees, 1
withdrew mwy units from the line, lany of
our men were out of reach however, and went
forward in advence of the French and finally

came to rest in their sector. I had a slight

(53) Personal argunent with a French Major, who wanted %o

Experience

2th Hist, know why I wae going to the rear., I told him

D kD

ABMC, p.3 that we had been visiting in hie sector long
(54) Personal enough, and that we were going back to our own

Experience

gth Hiet. ag the battle had just begun. He thought

P« 18

ABMC, p.3 this a great joke and we parted friends. (53)
(35) Personal On the way down Vaucastile Ravine from

Experience

Sth Hiet. Yaisgon Neuve Ferme, such officers and men as

De 15

" could be found were picked up, and acsembled
(58) Personal

Experience in the ravine northeast of Vaucastile, (54)

AEF,p.118

QR 3d Brig. Frow this point I could see that fthe 3d

De 83 OR

234 Inf.p.23 Battalion had taken the 8th Infantry objective,
OR 9t%h Inf.
18/7/18 which was the crest of the hill to the front,
Rec, 24 Div. "
Yol. 5, 9th  (585)
Inf, 18/7/18

At 9:08 AM, I sent a message to Colonel

Upton reporting that the final objective of
the 9th Infantry had been reached, and asking

for hot food and water. Lt. Roy Johnson also

| sent the following message: "Col. Upton. Final i
§ objective of 9th Infantry reached at S:15 by 3%
% ‘Will‘start tonig in at once. Losses quite ~ %
% heavy." ‘I do not kﬁow whether he had fought é
%‘ his way from the vicinity of Maieon Neuve to i
§ contact with Lt, Yanda and "M" Gompany, which

i

wae ccoupying whet I thought was our objective,




(62) Personal
Experience
OR 234 Inf.
Pe 23

(63) Personal
Experience

(64) Personal
Experience

gallantry while operating with them. (61)
Immediately after reorganizing I met
Major Fecheit, who was commanding the assault

o
£

battalion of the 234 Infantry and made arrange-
mente with him for a co-ordinated defense in
case of a counter-attack. Cur firet action was
to be a defense of the east bank of the ravine
by rifle fire, followed by an attack on the
counterattack, when such action appeared ad-
visable., No digging wae to be done as the
sides of the ravine afforded ample cover, and
the men were exhausted. (62)

A good spring was found in the ravine,
and all the men were able to get a drink and
fil11 their canteens. A cquantity of German
bread and canned food was found, and the men
got something to eat. I made myself unpopular
by breaking some bottles of brandy, because
there was not enough for all and the finders
were much the worse for it, when I discovered
them, A little stream in the bottom of the
ravine permitted the men tc wash a little., (83)

By 9:30 AM, Captain Pond, surgeon of the
lst Battalion, had cetablished an aid station in
a cave in Vaucastile Ravine., Prisoners were
now put to work collecting the wounded. l(64)

By 10:30 AM,‘the reofganization ordered |

had been édrriadvout. The battalions were

spread out along the eteeply, wooded sides of

the ravine for about 400 yards, and the men

were sufficiently spread out not to be surprised

by shell fire. loet of them fell asleep where

e



(52) Personal

(80)

(e1)

Experience
CR 34 Brig.
ps 2, 9th

Hist. p.15

Personal
Experience
Turn Tide
Pe 183

Personal
Experience

killed so Captain Coleburn was designated ase
Commander of the 2d Battalion. Lieutenante
were detailed to command companies that were
without officers, The officers were then
ordered to assemble the men by companies and
battalions; to organize the companies into
squades and platoons, and appoin® commanders
for them; and to sendél out an officer and some
non-commisgioned officers from each battalion
to round up etragglers. I told the officers
that I was sure that we would attack again, and
that if we did not we would certainly have to
drive off a counter attack., It wae directed
that once they had reorganized, they should
give theirmien all the rest possitle. (59)
Cnly cne machine gun crew, c0muanqed by
a sergeant wae left. They reported that they

"

had not been able tc fire due to the rapidity

[£5]

of the advance. Lte. Wood, Machine Gun Oompany
Commander had been killed, and according to
reporte the machine gun company had suffered
heavily, as the Germans had recognized their
loads and concentrated on them with machine
guns and snipers.. (80)

In addition to the men assembled in the
ravine, there'must have been some officers

and several hundred men still in the front

line. Lt. Yand& and "M" Company were holding
the 9th Infentry objective., Lt. Johnson,
mentioned above, was in the lire somewhere with

a.mixed platcon. Lt. Hevener and .most of ("

Oompany were missing, and I later heard that he

was decorated by the Fremch for conepicuous

kS
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(89) Original
Nessage
Div.dJour,
18/7/18

(70) Personal
Experience

;_‘(712 Personal

Runner went to old ¥, C. Am wmoving heaven
and earth with Div. to get water, food, am-
bulances, &um. but don't get results, Still I
keep at ite Would like a drink myself, Am at
Beaurepaire Farm, Send me sketch of your
position, Am prouder than ever of fighting
8the Will keep trying and hope to get water
and eats this P. M.

Yours,
Upton. (68)

Early in the afternoon, we saw columns
moving toward wus from the rear, We decided
that the attack was going to start again, but
they proved tc be men, from the platcons, which
had been left back, bringing up ammunition,

hies wag placed conveniently for use in event
of counterattack, as we had sufficient to

carry forward in event of our moving to the
attack, On its return trip this detail carried
scme wounded to Beaurepaire Ferme, and also
spread out looking for wounded, who might have
been missed by the first aid men in the wheat.
(70)

The officers told us that thie detail
wag very indignant about being left back and
that they had had difficulty keeping them out
of the fight. As it was, I am sure that some

~ Experience

_got away end joinmed their companies.. (71)

About 4:30 Pif Colonel Arnold came uwp to

the ravine and I sent forward for Captain
Worthington. GOolonel Arnold told ue that we
‘were sure to attack sgain soon, and that he

_wag sure we would not te reliaved by the




(85) Personal
Experience

(68) Personal
Experience

(87) Turn Tide

ABMO, p.3-4

, (68) Personal

Experience

hey were as they were exhausted after two
bad nighte, a day of marching and a day of
fighting on reserve rations., The cover and
lack of movement muet have kept us from being
gpotted by German airplanes, as not a single
shell fell in the ravine during the ten hours,
that we lay there awaiting orders, (85)

It wae reported by the company commanders
that their men had an average of 200 rounds
left out of the 220 with which they started.
No report was made on automatic rifles, but I

am sure thet few if any were left, as we had

been short of ammunition for them to start with,

s

and the men alwaye got rid of them for rifles,
when they had a good excuse, because cf their
weight and inaccuracy. (68)

The disorganization cf the 9th Infantxy
was exceeded by the S5th Marines.0f their two
asgault vattalions, five companies passed in
rear of us acrosg the French front and captured
the town of Chaudun on the edge of the 1lst
Divieion Bector, and the other three companies
passed in rear of us to the 234 Infantry Bector
on our right and became engaged in front of
Vierzy. The 23d Infantry had small groups in

other areas, but on the whole was pretty well

in formation. (67)

A little after noon, I received the
following message from Colonel Uptons (68)
18 July
11:40 AlM.
Oapt.'spger,

i Y@ﬁré‘pf‘ézoa received over two hours late,

g
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(72) Personal

(73)

(74)

Engineers or lierines, We talked over the
Experience
attack of the morning and got a very good
idea of the general situation, Captain
Worthington told us that he had gotten into
Vierzy about 9:30 AM with a mixed group of
let and 3d Battalions of the 9th, 23d Infantry,
Sth Marines and Algerians from the 38th French
Division on our right. The machine gun fire
from the stone buildings was too much, however,
and they were driven cut. Qolonel Arnold
wished ue luck., He then went back to Regimen-
tal Headquarters, after telling us that Le was
going to report the heavy casuslties of the 9th
Infantry. (72)

The Morroccan Divieion on our left made
an attack late in the afternoon, but failed to
make any gaine. I went over and talked to
their battalion commander on my left, and found
that he had orders to attack again at 8:00 PY.

Personal (72)

Experience i

ABNC, p.5 ATTACK ORDERS AND ADVANCE IN SZCCND ATTACK
about 6:00 Pil., Colonel Upton came up

Personal

Experience and assembled the officers., He told us that the

Turn Tide ‘

De 162 gth and 23d Infantry Regiments were to attack

OR 34 Brig.

DPs 3, 9th again at 8:30 PM, and that a Battalion of the

Hist.p.15

OR 9th Inf, Sth Marines was to be attached to each regiment.
21/7/18

ABMC, p.4 He then issued the attack order as follows:
Records ' | \ ’
§01s 3 Line of departure, Present front line. Direc- 5
Crder 18 i e |
e tion of Attack 10 degrees South of East, Ob- :
jective line of Berzy le Sec-Taux-Hartennes, ;
vhich lay about 5 kilometers away across the :
Soissons to Chateau Thierry Road., Formation %
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(78)

(79)

(80)

Personal
Experience
Turn Tide
De 164, OR
9th Inf.
21/7/18
ABLC P W

Personal
Experience
Turn Tide
Pe 164

OR 9th Inf.
21/7/1¢8
ABMC, p. 5

Personal
Experience
UR gth Infu
z1/7/18

(81) Persomnal
Experience

our artillery kept the QGermans
down, but we gct particularly heavy fire

from the woods in the viciﬁity of Lechelle,
The MNarines obligued to the left to attack

this resistance., About thie time I passed

Qaptain Coleburn who had been wounded in

the shoulder, (78)

As the French had not attacked and we
had gotten ahead c¢f the 23d, it now became
necescsary for the 3d and 1lst Battalions to
extend the flanks. I waved to Captain
Worthington, as I moved to the left and he

to the right. I never saw him again as he

wae killed in this attack. (79)

A few minutee later I was wounded and
sent 2 runner to order Captain Foley to
push forward and gain the edge of woods at
the head of Lechelle Ravine. The Battalion
soon gained this woods. The rest of the
regiment went straight forxward asAthe fire
from the flank had been silenced pretty well
and it was growing dark. (80)

A Corps man cﬁt my shoe off and ban-
daged my.foct, ghortly after I was hit, in
spite of my protests. GSeveral ¢f them
accompanied the firing line in this action,
and I saw them rendering first aid tb‘men as

they fell. Oaptain Pond and his detachmént

did remarkable work, as did all unite of our
regimental medical detachment, Their

;37- ‘
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(75)

o)

Peresonal
Experience

Personal

Experience
ABMC, p. 5
OR 234 Inf,
De R4, 9th
Bist. D. 1B
OR 9th Inf,
21/7/18

Personal
Experience
-l =
aRiTne

for attack 24 Battelion; 5th Marines under
Major Kayser, and 2d Battalion 9th Infantry
in asgault from %ﬁéﬁ& tc‘G;%gﬁ 3d and let
Battalions 9th Infantry in Supoort from
right to left. Support Batfalions 10 furnish
neceseary flank protection., The attack was to
be supporied by the 15th Field Artillery, and
tanks, (74)

1 reported to Colonel Upton that the

233 Infantry was held up in froant of Vierzy,
and that the Morroccane on the left had orders
to attack at 8:00 PM. He replied "Vierzy

is the 23d Infantry's nut, let them crack it.
I have ordere to attack and will attack with
the 9th Infentry alone, if necessary." (75)

The attack was held up by waiting for
the Marines., They came up shortly after the
issuance of the attéck order and we actually
want over at about 7:15 Pi with Colonel Upton
leading the attack in person. (76)

The French light tanke came up as we
started to attack and went with us, We moved
up to the crest of the hill and passed through
our front line. As we started forward the
Germans, who had had time to reorganize,opened
fire with artillery, machine guns and rifles,
The light tanke accompanying ue were bravely
handled, but they were few in number and were
all knocked out or broken down‘mechanically
before we had g@ne.fax.‘ (77)

~ The Germsns had the advantage of poeition,

ae we w0nQ\gtta0king upvgrade‘in a large natural

-
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(82)

(e3)

(84)

(es)

OR 234 Inf,

p. 24, OR Sth
Inf, 21/7/18
Sth Hiet. p.l5

FI 24 Div.
ABMC, p.5-6

ABlC ,p.6
CR 9th Inf.
21/7/18

OR 23d Inf.
Py 2B

2th Hist,.
p. 16

Turn Tide .
Ps ATL

2th Hist.
By 38"

Personal
Experience
War Diary
Ds 588

cesualties were as heavy as those of the
rifie units in every action, which we fought.
(81)

From a study of reports, I found that
the 9th Infantry did not advance much farther,
than where I last saw them, During the night
the 2d Engineers, who were in Division Reserve,
closed a gap between the 9th and 23d Infentry.
A vattalion of Algeriane was also reported as
being in the line between the two regiments,
The Morroccane came up on the left during the
night, but were driven back to their original
position by a counter attack. The 2th beat off
a counter attack in the early morning and held
their poesition, However, the regiment was
greatly reduced. Cclonel Upton wae commanding
it in person, and reported 334 officers and men
ae effectives, early on the 19th of July. (82)

During the moraing of the 19th, the 6th
Marines passed‘through the lines of the 9tk and
233 and continued the attack, (83)

The regiment was relieved and assembled
near Vierzy. The first hot meal since the 1léth
wae served and the regiment was marched to the
rear. (84)

any of the wounded in this action were
evaduated from Vaucastile Ravine and Beaurepaire

Farm, by the Motor Secticn of the Divisicn

Supply Train, after they had delivered supplies.

This was neceesary as munitions for the front
had‘priority over embulances and there were

not enbugh‘of them‘to transport all the

g‘casualtiés; (85)
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(ee)

(87)

(s8)

Personal
Experience
War Diary

De 325
Div,. Jour,
18-17/7/18
OR 2th Inf.
18/7/1¢8

Personal
Experience
War Diary
ps 330

OR 9%th Inf,
18/7/18

Personal
Experience
CR 9th Inf.
21/7/18

‘Personal

~ Experience

resexrve ration.

:f‘zd Biviaian and the 9th Infantry.
“oaptumes were not kept aepaxately and I have

‘};by ﬁha battalionsn

T

SUMUARY OF CPERATICH

The let Battalion, Sth Infantry,

without warning that it was 10O participate

in an attack, wae moved for 15 hours by

truck, and marched 12 to 15 miles without
rest, in the following ten hours. 1T relieved
the French, in a strange front line secicr,
after dark, under conditions which prohibited
reconnaissance., It was then forced to lie in

the open for six hours, knowing that any light

discovery, and destroy

Over a third of the men were replacements,

or movement might bring

the well laid plans for the attack.

with short length of service and little train-

ing. Amnunition was limited to that for the

rifle, Separated from ite traneportation, the

Battalion was forced to subsist on the cold

The weather wase
(87)

The Battalion penetrated over 7 kilometers

raeiny and the

were wet and cold.

men

advance. At one time it was advancing on a

front of over iwo thousand meters., It advanced
2 kilometers in the second attack, and held the
ground geirned in spite of staggering losses,
which had reduced it to about 1 officer and
113 men. (88) ‘ ‘

It is impaaaible to aeparate the captuxes

 »1n priamnerb and matarial, or the casualt&es

auffarsd by the battalion from those of the
B@ports of

\nat been abla to find tha caeualtiea zuported
(89)

‘ $$+‘  




yas captured. Lt. Emery, the other 8ignal
Officer, wae killed while pushing forward
his communications., (94)

(25) Perscnal The percentage of casualties is harder
Cpinion
to arrive at., With all due respect to those
responsible for the keeping of the records of
the 9th Infaniry and the 2d Division for this
period, the records do not appear to be very/
accurate, as there is no drop in divieion
strength returns although heavy casualties are
reported in other placee. (95)
The strength report of the 9th Infentry

for July 18, 1218, shows 82 officers and 3,271
men present for duty. Effective combat
strength 72 officers and 3,051 men., As 12
officers and 600 men were left back from the

rifle companies, this combat strength was

(43

actuelly 60 officers and 2,451 men, From this
figure should be deducted the Headquarters,
Machine Gun Company, Service Company,Baggage.

(96) 92th gist. Guard anéd various other details, which were

G not engaged. As I have no way cof knowing what

they were I will use the full figure for
calculating the percentage of casualties, al-
though I am of the opinion that these detach-
ments totaled over four hundred men, The

figure of 60 officers is probably correct. (96)

(97) Personal ‘  Using the above figures the percentage
' Estimate W il ‘ :
‘ of casualties for thirty hours fighting was:
Officers , %80
Men %55 (I believe this was nearer %5)

(o)




(90)Am, Arnmy
Pe 197
Dive Jour,
22/7/18
OR 9th Inf.
18/7/18
UR 234 Inf.
pe 30

(1) FM 2d Div.
18/7/18
Turn Tide
B 172
—

(92) Personal
Experience

(23) 9th Hist.
Pe 16

ﬁk (04) Personal
B ‘ Opinion

The Division reporte show that about
3,000 priscnerg; 75 gune and hundreds of
machine guns were captured in this action.
The ‘prisoners wexe from 12 different Infantry
Regiments and five different divieions., The
figures for casualties inflicted on the enenmy
are not available, but they must have equalled
the total of prisoners taken. (90)

Early on the morning of the 19th of
July, Colonel Upton sent a mesgage to General
Ely giving the strength of the Sth Infantry as
follows;

let Bn, 113 Officers and men

2d Bn. 126 Qfficers and men

34 Bn. 05 Officers and men
Total 334 Officers and men (91)

Qaptain Foley told me later that only
five officers were left besides Qolonel Upton,
when the regiment wae relieved, Of theee two,
Lte liattfeldt and Lt. Mac Nider, who had
rushed back from Paris to get intc action
with the regiment, belonged to regimental
headouarters. (©2)

The 9th Infantry History givees the
following casualties for the action:

Killed Wounded MNMissing Total

Officers 19 33 1 53
lien 188 does | 58 _1305
Total 1358 (o3)

I believe that the missing officer was

"bt;‘Dmraey, Regimental Signel Officer, who

dxcve his meﬁoroycle into the German lines,

L whil@ 10exing for the 1st Battellon 0. P and
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(28) Personal
Experience
War Diary
Pe 328

(9¢) 9th Hist.
Pe 16,

12 oahnnn and eévézal hundred machine guns."
(20)

A hasty glance at the figuree above

might lead to the opinion that we had seven
hundred skulkers. This was not the case.
Headouvarters Company, the Machine Gun Compeny
and "M" Company were not in the front line of
the Becond Attack, as thé& were eXhauseted,
Various groups were in the line at other
points,notably these ¢f Lt. Johnson, and Lt,.
Hevener; a large number of men had been used
to gather up prieoners, and in addition the
detachmente, mentioned above as not being
engaged in the action should be deducted,
The @ggressive spirit of the men wae remark-
able, and the grcﬁtest difficulty was to keep
them back, rather than to get them to go for-
ward., (98)

The following French Army Citation

3

gigned by -Petain, and dated Cctober 25, 1218,
wae awarded "The Ninth American Infantry
Regiment", under the orders of Qolonel Upton,
"Engaged unexpectedly in the offensive
of 18, July, 1918 in the middle of the night
on a terrain, which was unknown and very
difficult, dieplayed during two days, without
allowing themselves to stop by fatigue and
the difficulties of obtaining food and water,
a remarkable tenacity and ardor, driving the

ensmy back 11 km., capturing 2,700 prison@:é.

ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM |
It is imposesible in this case to consider

L

.‘33&‘
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the actione of the lst Battalion 9th‘1nfantry
without coneidering the actions of the larger
unite of which it wae a part.

Tpe gemeral offensive wae planned by
Ganefal Foch, and was carried out by some of
the ablest generale in the French Armj. It is

a model succese, whicn observes all the

‘principles of waz, where is only one criticism

of plan for the first attack, which was exe-
cuted by the llorroccan Division and the lstvand

2d American Divieions, No plans werefmade for

 the forward diaplanem@nt of eny but the i

divis‘iona.l‘ aztnie::y:. This resulted in the
attack being haited, due to lack of fire
supporte

| Other coneideratione probably made the
safety of the artillery, in the event of a

counter attack, more important than the

additional aavmnce would heve been- candoi
oampels the a@miasion ﬁhat thé Zd Biviaiom Was
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as the Germans had practicelly exhausted their
reserves, From the view points of the higher
command, both French and American, the attack
was an even greater #uccess than they had desired.
The after criticisms, ae to how it might have
been better, were made by newspaper repoiters
and ogficera who played no pvart in the actibn.
Oriticiem is made of French Corps
Headouarters, under whicb we were operating,for
not giving definite orders in time. In my
opinicn, this was largely due to lack of co-
operatian and exparienae on the part of the
Ameriean Btafta, and unfamiliar:ty with our
organization by the French.
General Bullard, who was commanding

Corpe composed of thehlst and 2d American
Divisions, had no staff organized to perform
the duties of‘ccmmanﬁ. Hn”waa-auqordingly
att@Q@éﬁ;ﬁggmhﬂwFr@nahwcarps~Qsm@andex ag an
aseistant& In rsality %he American Gorps Haadm

:quarta:s wera~marwly abaarvarsawnnﬁ @eneral ; i

e by



into assault positions, and succeeded.
Bbwéver, hé wésmout of‘touch iith”fﬁé
infantry unite all during the action up to
the end of the first attack., After that he
| came up and personally exposed himself in
i order to keep in touch with the situation,
The orders,’for the second attack, contained
| false information, and the attack was not
coordinated With\the French nor wae it
‘properly-supported by fire. As a result
‘ of this attack over open country, in daylight,
‘ i | uﬁdar~obaeryatiog of an anemy‘wha,had‘beaﬁi‘
\u wgt  ‘* it givéﬁ‘tenhoﬂrnto pmapaxafzox‘it;'ﬁhQVQtﬁ
i Infantry demoﬁstrated that, no mattei how

brave they ﬁay be, men armed with the rifle

. and bayonet alone cannot rush a position
supported by wmachine guns and artillery, The
sl 8th Marines were to suffer aquailwaheﬁfx
e 1 Sl Setlasi ne marning in“&;kiﬁﬁlﬁaﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁxiﬁﬁpggfﬁ'@;M“MW"
. »  i ; »'attank; o i g , i

Pl ~ remarksble, He transmitted his orders promptly
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~ The functioning of communications
and supply of the 2d Division in this
action is probably the most horrible ex-

amble in history. The excuse is lack of

information from the French, but the handicap
under which the troops suffered was unbeliev-
able., Tﬁe faulte of the movement have already
been covered. In order to emphasize these
incredible facts it must be réglized that the
disfancé.moved was bnly about fhiz%y‘miles.

Ae previously stated no arrangements were

made for meala or ammunition anpply/# ‘The

- A g

-dump of rifle ammuntt&an»susmbﬁiievad to have

been placed by the lst Bivision. To date I
do not believe that anyone has written defi-
nitely, who placed it. ‘The attack 6rders
which General Harbord says in his book that
he‘wroté on the night of the 18-17 July were

“fivet given to the Regireatal Onuwanders of
‘the 3d nrmgads abont 3:00 PM‘ Jmly 17. Some-
'tme neas midnight, July 17, the 5th mrmea
_‘wwxe faund neax the cuxtanx da Humcu:a, qg¢

“'n ‘111“%




2ri0eiplesy Be the WeRkeRS uRlt Should nol
be depended on {or'support or reserve, Inr
thie inetance any errors made could have been
: - quickly corrected. At thaf time it was not
foreseen that thevMarines would not come up,
and that it would be necessary to use the
other battaiions prior to arriving at the
Objective.» His action in placing his P. 0.
far forward‘immediately, and later in puéhing
it to Bo&urepaire Ferme soon after it had
oo Gty fallen was correot. He maintained contact
¥ e e R e itmtian from atm:t to finieh, and
. 5 e mad» rwnarts of his pZOgreas ta Brigade nlthaugl:

{ - o i  he wae limited to meseages oarried three to
five miles by exhausted foo} ;unnﬂxsf”ﬁpan

U5 A A Wl o s esih s

reeeipt of the false information that the

French were ahead of ua, and that French

g b
ot e St

Gavalry were purauing the demoralized enemy, '

ShempRy

: ﬁﬁﬂéwmhﬁmﬁamﬁujnxxaxd aﬂgmggghtggiggqond disaetrous
ttawk 1n peraonm‘

S

iT

Meeﬁlaas to aay his 1nap1r1ng




unable to fire a shot before being withdrawn,
Orders to exploit the success were issued by
.French Corps, which knew that the objectives

for the day had already beeti thdken, at 11300

AM, 18 July. aﬁwDivieianmﬂeadqﬁartwmewappa!enﬁww
ly never received these orders in time to act

on them, but at 1:30 PM,for some reason,issued
separate orders to continue the attack at 4330 Pm,
This order was received by the 3d Brigade Comman-
der, General Ely, in person as he WQB on hig way

to Bivision Haadquarters to get aome informatiorb .
ne had nant ‘numerous reports but nad not received s

a single message from Division since the attack

started., The false information contained in this

order, concerhing the French movements, caused

him to rush back and push the uncoordinated attack

mentioned above, b i
il . With the baekgr@und of the know1edge of

L Y e arinmN e

§ _ el conditiona, tbe actions of the ist Battalian,
1 O A R ch Infantry can now be stuﬂi@d anﬁ_grlticized*
The buttal&an was mantfeatly not in condition

ol ‘tﬁr a pxolongm Mjor npemt:xon. It wa.a badly ¢
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of the Regiment, and the genius of Foch in
planning surprise and overwhelming fire support
for the initial attack,made an extraordinary
success possible, The fate of this unit in

: the second attack, which the Journal of the 24 .

Division kept by some staff officer, described

as ragged, should cause thoughtful officers to

wonder what success we would have had, if we had

been forced to fight 2 war with a firet cless

power at thie time without allies. |

In the first attack the battalion was - .ﬂ

5reak1eﬁa1y%6ngagad,,and forced its way forward 2 j

in spite of the fact that it was two or three
‘kilometers ahead of the units on its left, This

was made necessary by the order that the attack

was to be pushed, if it took every man to ﬁreak

.

hoot ’ the German line., This order had been tranemittad

o i o the 3unior off;gaxs and men, and every indivi-
dual attempted to aamry 1t aut.

e il ‘. Gr&ara waraumn‘ytmaaumxtted to the different




isongen
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The reorganizétién of the batialion and
gecurity measures taken to hold the line, gain
contact on the flankzs, and prepare for a counter
It will be

rare that such good conditions will occur to

attack were as complete asg possible;

cover rearganization &8 happensd in thie aotion,
; The second attack, supported iny‘by‘a‘
regiment of 1light artillery and a few tanke against
an enemy, who had every advantage of poeitien and
fire support, and who had been allowed ten hours

to organize, violated avery principle of War except
tbe;offansive; Thls, hnwever, was dua to direct
0rders from Division. It wae carried Out un-
questioningly by every officer and man to the full-

est extent of their ability. It was not until long

after that I learned the full facts concerning it,

‘and realized the faulte connected With it

In this attack the --w-~1~s~t---amtananw--weeea_sfﬁl1y'
parfarmed itﬁ miaaianmaf pr@t@cting ﬁhe flank of

t}m mgmmt, and bpat Mf a. mman‘ wwzxwr atm k,,




i4 was only in the second atfack when they were
prepared that they were able to stop us, Once
located, machine gune can be easily destroyed
in modern ﬁax. Ags this fact was brought home
to the German machine gunﬁam, nie reelstance
weakened as thg war progresseds Hundreds of guns
were captuied in thié action; thousands were cap-
tured ig the lptexr actione of the war., The o>
Germane never learned indirect fire, the coordina-
tion of fire, nor the neceseity for protecting
the flanke of gune by mutually eupporting fire and
riflemen. §ince the war we have more or 1ass fol-
lowed their system, and in the next‘war*will
probably learn that {% hae faulte, as I believe
that they did in the last WalXe

(j The casualiies in officers caused by reokiéss
exposure may be eriticized, but it will always’be
néeéasary with paréféily tramned troops,' Buch
txoaps actually nead individual 1n9trucﬁicn and
auﬁexviaion on th@ battle fiald, und also have no ,"5

‘Viaax who 1ssuas ,fg,~f



a high degree of discipline and Wae a proof
of courage and fidelity. Thie discipline was
a higher thing than the mere bowing down %e

s
i smns i

clase in tne abject obedience sometimes advocated.
1t wae supported by pride of service, regiment
and self, and by loyalty to commanders, comrades
‘and country. It was instilled by example of the
officere and by instruction in the Regimental
History., The woret punishment that could be
‘promised a men of the Ninth Infantry was that he

wuuld-be transférred out cf the-régmﬁent, beaaﬁse :

l ' iy he was n@t good anough to meke a*warthy ua°'1ex,“
s ! ' The officers were always 1mpreeea&‘11th the fact
that 1t was their duty to care for the men, and
that one of the woret faulte was to make the men

guffer unnecessary hardshipe, becsuse of laziness

or laok of foresight or supervision.
e Tha axampla'set by thamhighe& afficere""
% O aunezal Ely, ualcnei ﬁpten, Golanel Axnold, Major




ot i A

War by Marshal Foch, a master tactician, It
had a definite objective, which had in view the
greater objective of destroying the German Army.,

iR,

"I% took the offensive vigorously. It WEE PET-

fectly coordinated with a simple plan, All

subordinate leaders cooperated to make it a

"

success, Under cover of perfect security measures,

it was a perfect surprise., The principles of

‘Movement, Maes and Eccnomy of Force were applied

in the fullest degree in the asutﬁbiing of the force,
ﬁnd,launching of the‘strongly‘suyporte& atfaok.‘
mVenthe-handiowpé u#der‘whieh\&ha unite.or'tha,

24 Division suffered did not in any iay‘ﬁindex the
attack, as the morale of the men overcame their

gense of fatigue and the support of the French
Artillery and Tanks made their own supporting
Weapons unnecessary.

The second attack failed becouse it violated

~=every3@rinoip1e of war except that‘of the Offen~

sive. It had na reaeonable ohjeotiva and.fadlgd
to rmanh the one amsignad. Tﬁnxa uaa little or

no eooperatien om aaardination as f&r as plann
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it was grosely violated.
Training ie essential to success in modern

battle., Men must be taught the technicue of

e e A AT AR VA1

movement and the use of wespons, Proper advan-
tage of ground and cover should be taught,

Unity of comrand is essential, and it
should be partiéularly uséd to insure proper co-
ordination of the various combatiant unite. Co-
operation is necessary, but coordination ie in-
d1epencale, | |

Ehe dicsemination mf oraera to junior of-
fioere, and where they concern them to men is of
great valuc, (It encourages initiative, promotes
cocrdination and acts as a check on impulsive
individuale wheoee self inspired actions might
otherWise conflict with the plan of attack,

A RO

//M/”“PIOper comnunications are essential to

oontza‘ m@bility and to pr@wpt nbi;ity to teke

h“ggz?ntage of aonditicns as they ariae. Praper

e

il RN
fire suppott 1a entirely depanﬂant upon them,

 ‘&”‘1° a@y;gthn; d§ta;; mqguit;ng,ﬁaordinationg




er aﬁ&“ﬁﬁnceﬂhmwmun“gav&rce~@ffeet«cn their mmaala*;

\\ False‘information designed to spur troops
to further efforts is almost alwaye fatal 10
success, Firet because the troops act on it,
and suffer‘in consecuence, and second because it

eventually lowere their confidence in the command~"

The outetanding technical lesson of this
aotion is that the increase in the effectiveness
bf modern weaponé has made fire power a decisive
factor, if not the decisive factor in war., The
field artillery has 1ong wrestled with the problem
of maintaining mobility. in order to always be i
within supp@tting diatanae of tha adranaing attaak.  |
During tae world war the infantry develoved the i
machine guns and howitzer weapons to give close up
support, that the artillery could not always give.

With the development of these Weapone and the tank,

the xnfantry faced the problem of mobility 1taelf.

L

for ahort diatanoéa by hand, and to the fact that‘mﬂ_

it is oomfoxting to a battalion commander to h&me

e,

tnam umaem him nammand, thwy ware traquamtly | ‘?~   /




I do not think that anyone will deny
that coordinated fire gives the beest results.

Further I do not believe that anyone will deny

lorward are extreumely

"'

vulnerable. M&%Q thousands of gune loet by the
wm@erﬁ;;:‘ﬁrovemyﬂzé. ﬂ;g%/most'machine gunnere
know,and any test against moving targets on the
range will prove, that due to its mobility and
flexibility the automatic rifle or machine
Lo rifle as it is now called in the American Army,

| ie more effective then the machine gun at all
‘rangea up to GGO yards. Neiﬁher the Germans nor
Americans had an effmient automatic rifle in
the world war, and this forced them to pueh the
machine gun forward.

On long advances the machine gunners were
never able to keep up during the war, A4s they
were‘recognized by their loade they aleo auﬁg'
. fered heavy caeualties without an opportunity to __
‘ angage the ensmy. The guns nf the reaarva and
~~-ﬂvpportﬂhattaii@n@ wwwa nauu&ly i&la, and on many

auaaa&ann whan tbayfware uned for 1n1tia1 bawragmu




units., This method permits the use of trans-

portation for the movement of units, echelons

the unite in depth for attack or defense, insures

o large proportion of batieries-glways in pesition-

A M A e ke ~wtew&ek&vefwﬁappert%agwiknardﬁﬁLﬂhﬂxxw@llmxgau;ggwmwmMmmw

| i coordination of fire. It does not in any way
prohibit the attachment of guns to front line
unite, if necessary, and it‘dmes insure uniformity
of training. il | ’ ‘

Increased range of the martar an& increased
mobility.and speed of traetcra point eVenrmoxg tm“ ‘ a

[ gy LT e  the deaireability of cembining martnr gxgups. “? |

gvv"“ R e 34 almoat impoasible forvmen tm wamry a mmxtar mnd i
| its ammunition by hand.( The single mortar now i
allotted to 2 battalion cculd not accomplish much

’ and is very vulnerable, Contrast it with a
1 /r}j / j gfﬂ battery of 4 to 13 martare mounted on Christie -
? f;@”f wtgagﬁﬁ : @haasia ruahing f@rward at farty milae par ‘hour

PR
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'frequently be so placed, that their fire on
the enemy is such that he cannot directly engage
the gune that are causing his casualties, and in
many cases cannot even locate them definitely
g ‘”“ﬁnoug‘“tﬁ destroy ‘taeis With proper trainiing,
and supervision machine gun and howitzer units
can give better,support through & single cow-
mander: who hag six or eight timees the number of
‘units to choose for any given miesion, than they
‘can under company oI platoon conmeziders exposed

to anemv fire and obaervatlon with the limited

means at their diapasal‘ To sum up, xeel that

T S the above reasoning tends to show ghit the
aseignment of supporting infantry weapons to the
battalion, which is a part of a 1arger~command;
violates the Principlee of Mase, Economy of Force,
.Moveﬁent, surpxise, Security, Eimpliait& and
Goaperatian. o
The ua& of twjf
mwmna hm ﬂwu j ,;w

6 Was cr great aaziﬂtanua ﬁa

fi

ﬂmluﬁ Hmwavers the:

*~a.‘ iawly .,

effwm.ve dafema against th«em by this Mnm. ‘meyﬂ[h
plmm Va.wtulery fw, mough famm to ak awb
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officers have fooled thelr superiors or taken
advantage of politice to gein high command. They
have seldom, if ever, succeeded in fooling their
men. Loyalty to superiors and subordinates is

the key to this quality of great leadership.

‘The man who aggi®es to high command without 1%,

rigks disgrace for himself and disaster for his

country on the field of battle,.

CONCLUSION.

The American officer and soldier has always

given a‘good aceount of.himself,~when called upon
1‘ta'&o‘nb. In thie &ation the fact that they wefe
'heira to the high etandards of the 9th Infantry,

which had always waeintained an enviable record as
2 Regular Army unit, hed an incredible effect on
the morale of both officers and men.

The usual handicap of the American Army
existed in the 1aok 0f the most 1mpréved weapons
and a knowledge of their uee. The staff was

‘uwaak, and.did not yet realize. that 1t had any

”ﬁurth&r obligatiwn‘than to tall ‘the line what to
”vdn aﬂﬁ %&ke mra&i

if‘it sumaeedad.




& .

coummunication,
,m My
The connotation jpf freedom of movement,
and absence 0f volume of fire from heavy Weapone

hae passed from open werfare, and each improvement

in cross ¢ountry transportation means deadl;er el At

D T - ‘weaponc“ﬁﬁder deadlier conditions. MezélnﬁMBé:s
| . . and bravery avail little in the face of modcrn
weapons, The war 1n‘rranoe is often rererrEd g
by etudents, as tzench warfare. So far as the
‘ » ~ Americans were dBnoerned, it was fought in thé‘

o : ;// Qpen. The enarmaus size of the armies did t@

:'\’.y
| gl added, but none of the oombat problems of the
' 1 World War will be t&ken away, unlees we are
3\., . fighting some weak and backward nation, lacking

TS \‘1n mofemm Wembonmy | . oS bia
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Be The first attack on the 18th of July by the
Infantry of the 2d Division wae successful because

(1) Of the unusually effective fize of
American supporting infantry weepons

(2) It was perfectly planned and strongly S High
supported ‘ e i
T (3) It was fought in midgiﬁter ‘ i M
ﬁ ‘ '~ (4) The aermans were exhausted. : Answer : ¢
7. The second atteck on the 18th of July by the i
‘ Infantry of the 2d Division had pcor success because o el
| (1) 1t was hastily plenned and poorly | : l
5 s supported ‘ | £
? () It wee poorly executed by the infantry iy |
% s, il ﬁf&) The ground was covered Wi th brush and ehaﬁaalqa A
i Pl s : Lt 1
% Rt :{tié\rmc: via&bility mada oantrol diffimmlﬁm Aaiw%m JL» e
; | i
? 8. In the Offensive of July 18, the town of it
; Vierzy lay in the Zone of Advance of the
S S RO W S0 G
(2) Algerians
(3).33@ Inf&ntxyk ' Al et A

Ny
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QUESTIONS CI' THE AISNZ MARIE OFFELSIVE 18 JULY, 1218,

en
b

le During the Offensive of July 18th, the Ninth U. S.
ed by

Infantry was command
(1) Leroy 8. Upton
{2) Prestcr.B¥ewn
(3) Henry Smith
(4) Paul B. Malone

Answer 1

8¢ In the Offensive of July 18th, the movement of infantry
unite to their aseault position was carried out

(1) Several days in advance

(2) In an orderly and well planned manner

(3) With every consideration for the troops

(4) In 2 hurried manner which resulted in
unnecessary hardship and fatigue. Answer 4

3s During the Offensive of July 18th, the supply of food,
and ammunition to the infantry unite of the 2d Divieion was

(1) Interzupted by enemy shell fire

(8) Perfectly carried without interruption

(3) Carried out with great difficulty

(4) Very poor, because it was not planned

i n ad“ranCe .

Answer 4

by -Duriag—the Firvet wttaok ox July 18%h, “corrunidetion
between 2d Division Headguarters and subordinate unite wae

(1) Perfectly maintained

(2) Maintained with difficulty under shell

fire

(3) Qut off by the Germans

(4) Poorly maintained because of its distance

in rear

Answer 4

5, In the firet attack on July 18th, the lst Battalion

Ninth Infantry was
(1) Wot engaged

(2) An assault battelion

(3) In aqp§o:t ,

(©) 1a sonerve

Answer 2
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